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TAGS: TECH, 

SUBJECT:RADIOACTIVE RELEASE FROM U.S. NUCLEAR REACTOR 


REF: A-0043 

1 . ADDRESSEE MISSIONS REQUESTED TO PASS FOLLOWING INFORMA- 
TION TO OFFICIAL NRC CONTACTS AS DESIGNATED IN REF AIRGRAM. 

2. NRC MADE THE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT AT 3:55 PM EST, 
JANUARY 23, 1978: 

3. PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO HAS REPORTED TO THE 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION THAT AT ABOUT1 1 :30 A.M. (EST) 
TODAY THERE WAS A RELEASE OF GASEOUS RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL 
OFFSITE FROM THE FT. ST. VRAIN NUCLEAR POWER PLANT NEAR 
PLATTEVILLE, COLORADO. (FORT ST. VRAIN IS A 330 MWE HIGH 
TEMPERATURE GAS-COOLED REACTOR.) THE CAUSE OF THE RELEASE 
IS REPORTED TO BE A FAILURE OF A BUFFER SEAL IN THE HELIUM 
CIRCULATION SYSTEM. THIS RESULTED IN THE LOSS OF SOME OF 
THE HELIUM COOLANT. THE EXTENT OF THE RELEASE OF RADIO- 
ACTIVE MATERIAL STILL IS BEING EVALUATED. 
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4. THE RELEASE WAS TERMINATED AT 1:30 P.M. (EST). THE 
PLANT IS SHUTDOWN AND THE FUEL IS BEING COOLED. THE SITE 

HAS BEEN CLOSED, AND IS FULLY MANNED. 

5. THE LICENSEE HAS REPORTED THAT THE STACK MONITOR READ 
20 TO 30 TIMES THE NORMAL RATE FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. THE 
LEVEL OF RADIATION EXPOSURES OFFSITE HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
DETERMINED. PRELIMINARY SURVEYS BY THE LICENSEE HAVE 
SHOWN NO DETECTABLE RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION OFFSITE. 

6. NRC WILL ADVISE FURTHER IF THERE IS SIGNIFICANT NEW 
INFORMATION. VANCE 
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